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The various epithets given to the Hindu by the tribesmen
are interesting, but some seem curiously inapplicable.
Among the Lasis of Las Bela a Hindu is likened to, an edifice
made of butter, which melts away when exposed to a little
sun and when left at home is eaten by the rats. Among
Pathans and Brahuis the term bakhkhalis a term of abuse.
A Pathan will swear " If I fail to fulfil my promise I am a
Hindu." A Brahui when taunting a man, will say u Do you
take me for your bakhkhal that you treat me like this." A
greedy tribesman is called a bakhkhdl who places his faith
in his rupees. The tribesmen do not rely on the friendship
of bannias; as a Jatki proverb says " If hair grew on the
palm of your hand, a bannia would be your friend "

28,    The few Brahmans are chiefly Pushkarna and Sarsut

with   one   or    two    families   of
Other castes.              _,            .,         _   ,

Gaurs.    Most of them are really

only temporary sojourners in the country, and have their
homes in the Panjab or Sind, and even those who have been
settled here for some time still inter-marry with their caste-
fellows in the Panjab and Sind. They officiate at domestic
ceremonies, but few of them are well-learned in scriptural
literature and most of them are men who could not earn a
living in their own homes ; nevertheless they seem to satis-
fy the spiritual and social wants of the people. They can
recite Sanskrit verses at various ceremonies, but are usual-
ly unable to explain the meaning of even the most important
marriage vows. The writer remembers a marriage in an out
of the way village, where~a Panjabi Brahman of sorts con-
ducted the ceremony by reciting some Panjabi verses from
the story of PQran Bhagat, the Panjab hero, to the satisfac-
tion of the parties who paid him the customary fee. The
Brahmans receive fixed fees in cash and presents in kind, on
the various domestic ceremonies at which they officiate*
Where there is no panchayat with its Dharam-khata or
charity fund, the Brahmans and Sadhus in charge of
places of worship receive fixed fees from each Hindu family
of the place, besides the offerings on various occasions.